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FEBRUARY 2016
“TOM’S TABLOID”
We had twenty-six members out for our first event of 2016 ― lunch at the
Traveland RV Supercentre in Langley (see page 11). There were three trailers
and an Interstate in the showroom for us to view and dream of owning. As far
as I know, no one purchased a unit this year.
Chris Howes gave us an update on things Airstream and mentioned that in
2015 Traveland sold thirty units (many being Interstates) compared to twelve
in prior years. He also said that customers come in to buy an ‘Airstream’, not
just any recreational vehicle. If you want to special order, be prepared to wait
about five months! And, if money is no object, order a Classic ‘Pendleton’
special edition at $188,000 U.S. One hundred will be built and Traveland
hopes to bring in three.
Many of you will remember that, as host of this luncheon the past three or four
years, I have had a wine and cheese draw at the conclusion of the meeting.
This year we ate in the lunchroom (not in the showroom as we had in the past).
Guess what happened? I forgot! So, I decided to take the membership numbers of those present to our Tuesday morning breakfast and have Luba (our
popular server at Ricky’s Restaurant) draw the winning numbers. You aren’t
going to believe this—but we had witnesses—the first number she drew was
mine! I then asked her to draw a second number and she picked 1st Vice President Paul Wheeler and Janet Soucy! Perhaps you might want to consider volunteering for a position on the Board next year.
Those attending the Traveland luncheon received a copy of our 2016 Unit Roster and a laminated card that lists our activities for the year and has a map on
the reverse showing the routes of our two caravans. Save for those North Cascade affiliates who are expected to attend their February 13th luncheon, both
the roster and the laminated card have been mailed to everyone who was unable to attend. Your Executive hopes that you will retain this card, set aside
those dates and participate in our many activities.
Prior to the combined luncheon/general meeting, your Executive held a Board
Meeting. I won’t go into the details as the minutes are shown on last two pages
of this newsletter. Please read them as they cover a number of important items.
Tom’s column continued on page 2...

THE COMMUNITY CORNER
We were saddened to learn that RB Bernd passed away
January 26th. RB was well-loved and he and Zelma had
been affiliate members of BC Unit for many years. RB
was a popular caravan leader and also served as President in Region 10. He will be missed...
We hear Lalani Vanderheide is back at work. The ankle
must be all better now. Do we credit Ralph with the
superb nursing care the nurse received…???

Tom’s Tabloid (cont’d)
On pages 9 and 10 you will find a priority listing of our
2016 activities. The first three items require your immediate attention as campsites need to be reserved. While sites
have been reserved for the next four, there will come a
time when the maintenance rally is fully booked or we
have to give up any campsites not taken. So why not
commit now? Doing so will then give the host(s) more
time to prepare for the event.
We also have plans for those of you who live on the Islands. The Neilsons will be organizing an early September rally in the Alberni area and we usually have a lunch
get-together in the spring and the fall. Watch future newsletters for dates and specifics as plans unfold. Nonetheless, John (Neilson) would like to know NOW who among
you are interested in attending this rally which is also
open to those who live on the Mainland.
Not to be left out, there are a number of opportunities for
those of you who live in the Interior to participate in our
rallies and caravans. And why not get together and organize a rally or a lunch/dinner yourselves? Help is as close
as your Executive.

Everyone please continue to collect the
tabs and bring them to the next luncheon or rally you attend and we will, in
turn, give them to Sharon, our coordinator, who donates them to the Children’s Hospital charity.
Also, don’t forget that our friends in the
North Cascade Washington Unit collect all Campbell Soup labels (any variety) so save
those too. We will collect them and
take to the next rally they hold. They
(the NCW Unit) are great at collecting
pull tabs for us so, let’s reciprocate
and start saving the labels off Campbell Soup cans for them.
For your generosity we…
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU

Last month we started two new columns: one profiling
members of our Unit and the other featuring campsites
recommended by our members. If you have a member
you would like profiled or a campsite that you would like
to recommend to others, please contact our Editor, Arlene
Matches.
Alex Matches continues his column on their Airstream
travels in the January/February issue of RVTimes and has
submitted one last item for the March/April issue
(although he hasn’t been told this one would be published). Pick up your copy and read about their travels.
Just a reminder ― a group of us meet weekly for breakfast
at Ricky’s Country Restaurant, 2160 King George Boulevard in South Surrey every Tuesday at 9:00 AM. If you
too would like to join us, please let me know the day before or early that morning so that I can be sure that there
will be a seat for you.

Tom
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NEW MEMBERS, WEBSITE
AND ROSTER CHANGES
Please change Brigitte Sooke’s email address to read: bbsooke@gmail.com
Also, correct Wayne & Jeannie Jeffrey’s email address to read jjeffrey@telus.net
President Tom Akam requests new and affiliate members to please forward their info (photo and bio)
for inclusion on the BC Unit website. We also encourage our regular and affiliate members who haven’t done so to add a picture and update their biographies as well. There is a printable roster available
from the website. Please contact our Web Master, Monty Sheldan with regard to accessing the website (if you haven’t already
done so). The email address for Monty is: msheldan@mac.com).
Tom also has a printable and up-to-date version of our Mini Roster in Word format which he will email upon request. Tom’s
email address is: lighthouse13381@shaw.ca.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Audit Committee
Not necessary this year
Budget Committee
Tom Akam & the 2 VPs
Caravan Committee
Tom Akam
Nominating Committee
Doug McGill with Paul Wheeler
and one other to be named
Community Service
Alex & Arlene Matches
Equipment Chairman
Ron McQuarrie
Hospitality & Sunshine
Arlene Matches
Membership & Mentoring
Alex Matches
Newsletter Editor
Arlene Matches
Roster & Handbook
Tom Akam
Safety Chairman
Barry Hook
Telephone Committee
Paul Wheeler & Janet Soucy
Unit Historian
Alex Matches
Webmaster
Monty Sheldan
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‘BURNING MAN’
as experienced by
Michel & Ellen Bourassa #2568
When we set about buying an Airstream trailer, we figured that at some
level we were joining a group of people that were not exactly run of the mill. Our
Airstream was our first trailer and not seeing that many on the road, we assumed
that there was something special about their owners. We had seen old photographs
of a lineup of Airstreams in Red Square and Chichenitza, Egypt and South Africa as
well. We had heard vague stories of these international caravans so I think at some level we had an idea that Airstreamers were
possibly adventurers and somewhat out of the ordinary. At first blink, we thought the cost of Airstreams pretty well meant that only
successful or ‘financially out of the ordinary’ or ‘lucky’ people could afford them.
As we travelled and met other Airstreamers, all these speculative distinctions were soon disabused and we discovered that
Airstreams were being renovated, rebuilt and used by people who were in financially modest situations. We also found summer
time travelers, long-term travelers and those who lived 12 months of the year in their Airstreams. What an eclectic mix! All our
first speculations were out the window, so how could we make sense of all this? So, who are these guys??
The answer to the question was enormously multiplied in complexity and yet equally simplified by our last few years’ experience with Airstreamers at Black Rock City, Nevada; the third largest city in Nevada (pop. 70, 0000) ….for two weeks that is.
Some people know it as ‘Burning Man’.
This is an event, held each year leading up to the Labour Day weekend, popular for Airstreamers, and that finds them from
all over the USA and Canada vying for admission. Yet, there is not a single Regional or Unit caravan involved, in fact, not even a
caravan of any kind…..just an unorganized spontaneous aggregation or clustering in the middle of a dry lake bed/desert that draws
adventure-minded, individualist, Airstreamers as sure as iron to a
magnet. It’s a very unusual place to camp for the non-initiated. The
‘Glamor Camping’, or ‘Glamping’ usually associated with shining
Airstreams, hooked in neatly tended parks, is a fiction and nonexistent
at this venue. There are no 50-amp or even 30-amp services; no pump
outs or water; no cell service, in fact no services of any kind; yet it
draws at least 50-70 Airstreamers every year arriving variously in
polished Bambi’s, old crumpled Flying Clouds, Sovereigns, Internationals, Land Yachts, new and old, indeed almost every model and
year of Airstream made.
At Burning Man everyone lives and plays in the dust and it
was here, in my quest to define ‘Airstreamer’, that I discovered some
important aspects of what kind of person is an Airstreamer.
Burning Man is a multitude of ideas and experiences that
defy one simple definition but at its core is the celebration of artistic
expression, participation and independence that proves to be very attractive to the Airstreamers we know. I have had the good fortune to attend four times and even better fortune to have been welcomed to and participated with likeminded Airstreamers in the
‘Airstreameri Theme Camp’. While there are many Airstreams scattered across the city, we are a group of 15-25 dedicated Airstreamers who live riveted to the moment and to life and attend annually to participate in
the culture of Burning Man. All in all, there seems to be magic at work: Pink, Zepp, Nevada Geo, Pat, Rex, Bill, Ron, Bam, Gigi , Beadz, Trainwreck—just to name a few—
come together once a year for 5 days and their combined enthusiasm guarantees the success of our Airstreameri Camp. Our eclectic group coalesces in the middle of Black Rock
Desert and to me personifies the ideal of Airstreaming in many ways: Friendly, volunteerminded, adventurous, expressive, hardworking, generous, imaginative and kind, just to
name a few a few qualities. We have a blast and together have built a unique community
within a larger equally unique community. We share adventures and experiences unlike
any other.
Our Theme Camp is usually placed at a street corner which allows us, under
Zepp’s guidance, to set up in an arc around the corner defining and sheltering an open
public space with room for Bam and Ron’s Surf Board Bar, a Post Card Office as well as a variety of other attractions that Airstreamers think up and that come and go over the years. This year, thanks to a reversing effort gone badly, we boasted a large 7-foot
high, sculpted 3D peace sign crafted from the aluminum salvaged from the back end of an errant reversing Flying Cloud. A very
nice addition to the camp’s décor and many thanks to ‘X’ and ‘Y’ for the sculpture (names withheld on request—and yes, they are
still married!). Our friendliness and camaraderie has been noted leading us to be voted one of the friendliest bar / theme camps at
Burning man in 2015; a good indication of our collective enthusiasm at work.
(Cont’d next page…)
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Our common activities are many: Two years ago, we created an art piece that was placed in a very favorable position on
the Playa and organized the burning of the same. This year, a new Airstreamer joined us and brought his espresso machine which
served over 300 Burners who stopped by for a sip and an awakening jolt of caffeine. Pot luck is always arranged with a most intriguing and variety of dishes, surprising given the fact that all food has to be brought to the site as nothing can be purchased on site.
It’s always a great social and it amazes me what can be produced in that isolated environment.
A long running feature of the Camp is its Bill’s Post Card Office where Burners can drop in and design their own postcards. We stamp and post them sending them on their way complete with “Black Rock City” Post Office franking. Bam’s Bar is
always a hot spot for cool drinks in the afternoons, serving her own specially created elixir. This year, “Fireball” was added to the
drink menu which proved to be a big favorite. Pink supplied all shot glasses complete with bead necklaces and everyone pitched in
to help. It has to be remembered, that the giving I have referred to is unconditional. No one pays for anything and no one asks or
expects for money or any compensation. That’s the way it is at Burning Man.
This year when two camp members somehow lost their keys a few of us rose to the challenge and became somewhat expert
in breaking into Airstreams. How could that happen you say? Through the efforts of two ersatz felons and 10 technical advisors
close by each delicate entry was affected without damage to the Airstream. It was tense for awhile but success could not be denied
and naturally, a social followed.
For 2016 we are looking forward to bringing our own Art Car to the event and sharing rides around the art on the Playa
with everyone in the city.
The Airstreameri Theme Camp has no organization to speak of. No Presidents, Treasures, no minutes or votes. Everyone
in the Theme Camp generates a self-assigned role and everyone chips in with time and energy contributing as much and as best they
can and in the end, the result is truly magical—Burning Man magic!
But wait! Is it Burner Magic or Airstreamer Magic? I think maybe it’s an unbeatable combination of the two and is something very special. So there is the definition of an Airstreamer that I like: Adventurers with Silver personalities and hearts of gold!
Put Burning Man on your Bucket List; join our Airstreameri Theme Camp and experience the magic first-hand, regardless of what
you may have heard, you won’t regret it.
On a practical note: To drive there from the Pacific
Northwest is easy: Drive south down I-5 to Salem, left (east) to
Bend, Oregon, south again to Alturas and Cedarville then head for
Gerlach, Nevada and follow the signs to Black Rock City.
To get into the City you first need a ticket which can be
more difficult. The cost runs about $400Cdn and every attendee
needs a ticket. The tickets go on sale early in the New Year and
can be difficult to obtain if you are not fast off the mark. Ticketing news and information is always available at the Burning Man
website www.burningman.org. Information on the Airstreamers
Theme camp can be found on Airstream Forums: 2016 Burning
Man Planning.
Michel Bourassa, rmbourassa@gmail.com

Full hook-up sites have already been sold
out. Watch the Blue Beret for additional
limited hook-up sites opening up

June 28 — July 5, 2016
Also, see the Blue Beret for all the fun things to
do when visiting Lewisburg.
Here is the link to the site:
http://wbcci.org/activities/international-rally/2016-lewisburg-wv
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“COAST IN – HANG OUT”
(PART TWO)

Anacortes Rally at Cap Sante Marina
June 16, 17, 18, 2016
BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE!
TEN ADDITIONAL GREAT THINGS TO DO IN ANACORTES
Visit the W. T. Preston Steamboat and Maritime Heritage Center.
Enjoy the murals and history as you walk through Old Town.
Sample infused olive oils at the Anacortes Oil & Vinegar Tasting Bar.
Exercise the pooches at the off-leash park and/or Rotary Park at the marina.
Hike around Little Cranberry Lake in the community forest lands.
Stop in for brew tasting at Union Tavern Local 902.
Walk across Deception Pass Bridge or take a boat tour under the bridge.
Visit Rosario Beach and Bowman Bay on your way to Deception Pass.
Book a whale watching tour through the San Juan Islands and meet the Orcas.
But the best yet...just hang out!
The Van Iderstines and Greths promise a great time! This will be a very relaxed, unstructured rally, with many suggested activities. We will help plan as much, or as little, as you
like. We have reserved fifteen sites (dry camping with access to marina facilities). Many
rigs have already signed on. Join us by emailing Judy at gjgreth@gmail.com.

View from the RV sites at the Marina
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Our Newfoundland Journey!
Debra McGill with driver Doug
It’s difficult to know where to start with this assignment, as
Newfoundland was on my “Bucket List” ten years ago. My husband, Doug, has lived in every province in Canada and was less than
excited at yet another trip across Canada. But anyone who knows
me could safely lay odds on my bucket list item coming to fruition!
I’m doing this report, at the request of our Prez Tom, in bits and pieces so as not to bore all those
that have made this wonderful trip or those who have no intention of undertaking such a trip!
This is the start of a new year and a great time to begin planning a cross Canada trip. This ‘bit’ is
to help those planning a trip to Newfoundland, stimulate ideas and routes. Some things no one told us
was the cold hard facts! It’s a big, big country and sufficient time must be allocated to accomplish the
journey without feeling robbed of time or exhausted because you tried to do it too quickly. Our trip took
5 months and 23,200 km to cross the country. This included almost 6 weeks in Newfoundland and a tour
of the Maritimes. So the question in planning is: Will you make the trip more than once? We met several folks that make the trip across the country every year! Do you want to see the Eastern Seaboard
since you will be in the neighbourhood or do you wish to zoom across the country or set foot in the Atlantic Ocean and zoom back? Do you intend to try and take in as much as you can tolerate at a leisurely
pace? Envision how you would like to do a trip of this magnitude! Contact those provinces you plan to
visit and get a hardcover tour book to help in your planning. These books are sent out free and offer a
wealth of information. They keep you excited and focused about the upcoming adventure! The cost for 5
months away is more than 2 nickels rubbed together. There is care of the homestead, costs of camping,
fuel, food and ferries. These costs can be spread out over a little time; for instance, Newfoundland ferry
takes their money the day you book so why not book early and have it paid early in the year. I kept all
my receipts and calculated without entertainment, groceries or eating out—a cost of $15,000. This number did not include paying the gardener or any other expenses at home. We camp only in organized campgrounds, Provincial or Federal Parks. This cost does not reflect camping in Wal-Mart parking lots!
There are a lot more National Parks and Historic Sites in the East than out here in the west. Buy a
National Park Pass, it will save you hundreds of dollars. It gets you into some of the most scenic areas in
Canada as well as sites such as Alexander Graham Bell Museum and other historic sites. The Feds also
take their money immediately! Prepare, prepare, and make
many lists! The next thing that helps make a trip of 5 months
enjoyable is no stress. Get your tow vehicle in tip top shape,
consider synthetic oil, a tune up, new tires. Next, get the
trailer in tip top shape. There is a cost to doing this and it can
be done ahead of time and paid for before you go, and go
knowing you did everything possible to prevent a show stopper!
Look for more ‘bits’ next month...
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CAR

-

Small towns of Central British Columbia Caravan
This caravan will depart from the Installation rally in Merritt, BC and
will explore nine small towns, in the north central part of our province. Each day’s
drive is very short to allow us to pause and enjoy the fabulous scenery offered at every
turn. There are opportunities for day trips and side excursions in several places.

RIDE THE STEAM TRAIN

O PAN FO
LEARN T

R GOLD

VISIT COLOURFULWELLS
STAY ON THE STAMPEDE GROUNDS

Maintenance Rally
31426 Downes Road
Abbotsford
From Hwy 1 Eastbound take the Mt Lehmann North exit and continue past the Auto Mall on Mount Lehmann to
Downes Road where you make a right at the Stop Sign. Go East on Downes Road to the address and take the
second driveway into the back of the property. There will be several Red Traffic Cones on Downes as you approach
the driveway. For those who may need help I will have my cell phone, 778-808-7257
More information to come in regards to what we are going to do, food, beverage, fire pit and fun to be had.
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British Columbia Unit
2016 Activity Schedule
Early Commitments Required:
Annual Whidbey Island Joint Rally with North Cascade & Washington Units ― April 23/24 weekend: We have reserved 10
sites and 6 have already been taken. To join us for this laid back weekend with our friends south of the border, contact
Tom Akam and he will have the campground assign you one of the available sites.
Anacortes, WA Rally ― June 18/19 Weekend: This is dry camping at its best! We have the whole campground to ourselves…
and its right in town at the Cap Santé Marina. We had planned to limit attendance to 12, but 13 have already signed up.
So we decided to tighten things up and make room for 15 rigs. To nab one of the two remaining sites, contact Marilyn Van
Iderstine. This will be three nights for the price of two and Marilyn requires a one-night deposit of $30 CDN. Cheques
should be made payable to WBCCI Unit 121.
‘Big Circle’ Caravan ― July 22 to August 12: This caravan takes in the Region 10 Rally in Kalispell, MT, a joint rally with
the Alberta-Saskatchewan and Montana Units in Hillspring, AB (home of ‘The Great Canadian Barn Dance’), a lunch at
Midtown R.V. (the Airstream dealer in Penticton) and concludes with a stop in Princeton where members Stuart Biggan
and Jacquie Mason have a large property. The route to Kalispell will be along U.S. Hwy 2 with stays en route at Leavenworth, WA and Coeur d’Alene, ID. Our return will be via CDN. Hwy 3 with stays at Cranbrook where we will visit Ft.
Steele and at Christina Lake where we will have a day of leisure. You may join or leave the caravan at any point. As we
will be traveling during peak season, Tom Akam (caravan leader) must make reservations in the next few weeks. If you
would like to join in this fun-filled caravan, contact Tom. If you will not be participating in the full caravan, he will need
to know where you plan to join or leave the group and whether or not you will be attending the Hillspring Rally. He will
require a deposit of $100 CDN.
Not so urgent … but why wait?
Maintenance Weekend ― Saturday April 9 or Sunday April 10: Bring your rig out to Abbotsford and have it checked over by
our more experienced members. They will identify any obvious work that you will need to have done before you ‘hit the
road’ so that you will be ready to enjoy all the fun events that we have planned for 2016. To reserve the day that works
best for you, call Bob Halliwell ― the earlier the better. There is no cost and you can even stay that evening for a free
barbecue dinner!
Sheridan Lake Fishing Rally ― Week of May 20 to 26: Check with Bob Halliwell to see if he has any sites left. If he does, he
will require a deposit of $40 CDN.
Merritt Anniversary (?) Rally ― May 28/29 Weekend: Last year on the way back from Sheridan Lake we had our 50th Anniversary Rally at Claybanks R.V. Park in Merritt. There we were joined by a number of members who live in the
Okanagan. We had such good time that most wanted to do it again this year. So, before we left, we reserved sites for this
year. As it doesn’t make sense to celebrate anniversaries every year, we will have to come up with another theme. Again
we hope to get a good turnout from the Okanagan. Contact Tom Akam to reserve your space (even if you are continuing
on from Sheridan Lake). He will require a deposit of $40 CDN.
Installation Rally in Merritt ― August 27/28 Weekend: We can no longer hold our Installation Rally in the Lower Mainland
because our rally was interfering with winter rentals. Fortunately, Bob Halliwell was able to secure Claybanks for us on
these dates. Being roughly a month earlier and in a more central location, we are hoping that those living in the Okanagan
will join us this year as we gather for a ‘change of the guard’. Contact Bob if you plan on attending this rally. He will
require a deposit of $40 CDN.
Post Installation Rally:
‘Small Towns of Central BC’ Caravan ― August 30 to September 18: The caravan is full. Contact Marilyn Van Iderstine if
you would like to be wait-listed.
Rally in Hope ― September 24/25 Weekend: If you have never seen the ‘Othello Tunnels’, you won’t want to miss this rally.
And, if you have, you will likely enjoy visiting them again. Never heard of them? Then this is your opportunity to explore
these relatively unknown local attractions. Paul Wheeler will be organizing this rally and will provide details as the date
draws nearer. In the meantime, be sure to keep the weekend free.
Pre-Winterizing Rally ― October 15/16 Weekend: This will be the last rally of the year. Paul will provide details in due
course. Again, be sure to keep this weekend free. This will also be an opportunity to learn how to winterize your rig if
you have never done it before.
Christmas Lunch ― Sunday December 4: This is our final event for 2016. As usual, it will be in the lower mainland. However,
the location has not yet been decided.
See next page for continuation ...
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2016 Activity Schedule
(Continued from previous page…)
Vancouver Island Events:
Spring Lunch in Nanaimo ― Sometime in April
Rally in Port Alberni ― September 10/11 Weekend: John Nielson has tentatively reserved 8 sites at Arrowvale Campground
& Cottages. The Alberni District Fall Fair is on the same weekend. So there should be lots to do and see in the area,
namely: ride the Alberni Pacific Railway and tour the historic McLean Mill; take a cruise down the Alberni Canal to Bamfield on the M.V Francis Barkley; visit the Chase & Warren Estate Winery; explore the Stamp Falls in the Stamp Falls
River Provincial Park; or, visit the Rollin Art Centre. This is a great opportunity for those on the Islands to meet fellow
club members and to make new friends. The rally is open to those on the Mainland as well. If this weekend is of interest
to you, please contact John as soon as possible so that he can firm up his reservations.
Fall Lunch in Nanaimo ― Sometime in October?
What else? That’s up to those of you living on the Islands. There are 13 of you … so why not get together (there is a listing at
the back of your roster) and plan another event or two. Your Executive will gladly support you any way it can.
Interior Events:
Opportunities already available to our Interior members:
-the Sheridan Lake Fishing Rally
-the May Rally in Merritt
-the ‘Big Circle’ Caravan (or join us in Penticton on Tuesday August 9 for lunch at Midland R.V. when the caravan is
passing through)
-the August Installation Rally in Merritt
-the ‘Small Towns of Central BC’ Caravan (if there is a cancellation)
Plan your own rally or a lunch/dinner in a central area. The 10 members who live in the Interior are also listed at the back of
your roster. Again, your Executive will be pleased to help you organize your own events.

600 watt pure sine wave inverter complete with instruction
booklet, fuse holder, fuse, and wired remote. Originally installed in 2013 Flying Cloud. $75.00. Call Dick Moffat at
250-495-2710 or email him at rsmoffat@shaw.ca
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Wayne Jeffrey, Chris & John Millard and Jeannie Jeffrey

Jay Tuason & Ron McQuarrie

Janet Soucy,
Paul Wheeler
& Cory Paige
Kay McQuarrie

Tom Akam
& Monty Sheldan

TRAVELAND LUNCHEON
Bob Halliwell
&
Joyce Wensley
Moe Storoshenko

Bill Smith & Alex Matches

Attendees at luncheon were:
Tom Akam, Rick & Chris Alexander, Hector Aragon and daughters (Emilia & Sofia), Bob Halliwell, Wayne & Jeannie Jeffrey,
Alex & Arlene Matches, Ron & Kay McQuarrie, John & Christiane Millard, Cory Paige, Monty Sheldan, Bill Smith, Moe Storoshenko, Jay Tuason, Gene & Marilyn Van Iderstine, Joyce
Wensley, Paul Wheeler & Janet Soucy, and Dave Wood.
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Minutes

BC Unit #121 Executive Board’s
meeting held January 16, 2016
at Traveland RV Super Centre
Meeting called to order at 10:10 am and it was decreed that we have a quorum. In attendance were:
Tom Akam, President
Jay Tuason, Treasurer
Paul Wheeler, 1st VP
Joyce Wensley, 2nd VP
David Wood, 3rd VP
Arlene Matches, Recording/Corresponding Secretary
John Millard, Director
It was moved by Arlene and seconded by Paul that the Agenda be approved. All in favour and motion passed.
The motion to approve the Financial Statements was put forward by Paul and seconded by John. All in favour and motion passed.
President Tom provided an update on the highlights of the IBT meeting:
--The streamlining of WBCCI’s head office operations
--WBCCI is changing its year-end to July 31
--The dates for the 2017 International in Escanaba, Michigan are July 20th to 29th
--International Dues are now prorated over the calendar year on a quarterly basis ($65, $48, $32 plus the next year
and $16 plus the next year). The question arose on whether our unit should do the same? Jay moved and John seconded that we implement this system. All in favour and motion passed. The corresponding quarterly unit dues are
$25, $18, $12 plus the next year and $8 plus the next year.
Tom also brought up Unit matters including:
--The 2016 roster and laminated activity schedule will be handed out at today’s luncheon and then mailed to those not
in attendance
--The ‘handbook’ will be issued later this year (target is to deliver it at the Merritt Anniversary Rally)
--The Unit’s Constitution and Bylaws are to be reviewed this year
--Six have already signed up for Tom’s caravan to Kalispell and he needs seven to make it a numbered ‘WBCCI caravan’
--A team of experienced members are busy preparing for the first-ever ‘Maintenance Weekend’
Tom also outlined several matters to be acted upon, including:
--Valentine’s Day Dinner. Wayne & Jeannie Jeffrey have offered to host (and since the meeting the Millards have
agreed to co-host)
--It was suggested the Unit cover the cost of the food for the Maintenance Rally. Paul proposed approval and Jay seconded this motion. Passed.
--A theme for the May Merritt Rally was discussed and one of the suggestions was ‘Tacky Tourist Rally’. A discussion
ensued but no concrete decision was made. Hosts are needed as well. A sign-up sheet will be set up at the luncheon.
--The Anacortes Rally was discussed and it was suggested the rally be a ‘3 nights for the price of 2’ with the Unit picking up the cost of the third night. Arlene moved approval and John seconded. Passed.
--Hosts are needed for the Installation Rally. A sign-up sheet will be set up at the luncheon.
--All 2016 activities need to be approved by the Board to ensure coverage by the club’s liability insurance. Arlene
moved and Paul seconded approval of the year’s activities as set out in the aforementioned laminated activity schedule. Passed.
(concluded on next page)
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Other items that need attention include:
--Unit Flag. It was suggested that Marilyn Van Iderstine and Castel Tuason be asked to design and present a Unit flag
for approval. John so moved and Paul seconded. Passed.
--A dozen sets of WBCCI postcards have been ordered and it was agreed these cards should be in the hands of the
Membership Chairman. The cards replace the ‘New Member’ packages previously supplied by International.
--Midtown RV Ltd. Tom would like to see our inland members have more contact with their local RV dealer and suggested another luncheon. Following discussion, it was also decided that Tom ask Midtown if they would provide a
luncheon when the caravan returns from Region 10 rally. A stop in Penticton could be arranged and local members
would be invited to attend.
--Advertising in the Unit Newsletter was also discussed and it was agreed we accept advertisements from Midtown
and the two Abbotsford firms offering mobile repair services: Glenn’s Mobile RV Service (Glenn Peters, owner) and
Streamside RV Mobile Services (Mark Schultz, owner). John Millard to follow up with these businesses to see if they
would pay to advertise in the newsletter.
--Providing more mentoring to new members was suggested by Joyce who told the Executive that, when she and her
husband joined the unit, they were invited to a nearby members’ home for dinner and made to feel welcome.
--A general discussion followed concerning Paul’s ‘brain storming’ column in the January newsletter.
--Using the word “Airstream” in our website name was discussed. It was agreed that we could ask belatedly for Airstream’s permission to do so, but thought it unnecessary.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am and the executive proceeded to luncheon.
Respectfully submitted by:

Arlene Matches
Recording Secretary
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