
A VERY FAMOUS AIRSTREAM 
 
This Airstream was owned by Louis Mousley #50 (March 31, 1904 
– January 1981) and is featured in the  in the June 1956 National 
Geographic article. 

 
 
Louis B. Mousley, was retired apple grower from the state of New 
York, made money from developing real estate in Yucaipa, CA. 
He had been a collector and was especially well informed in the 
field of conchology. He was Wagon Master for many trips taken 
by members of the WBCCI, and added to his collection of sea 
shells from many locations in the world. With the help of his wife, 
Louis Mousley built the Mousley Museum of Natural History on 
his property adjacent to his home in Yucaipa. His home and 
Museum overlooked a canyon he also owned. He designated this 
area The Mockingbird Canyon Wildlife Sanctuary. As he grew 
older and became ill, he gave the Museum and The Mockingbird 
Wildlife Sanctuary to the County of San Bernardino. On May 1, 
1970, this facility became the fifth satellite of the San Bernardino 
County Museum, which now was a County Department. Mr. 
Mousley continued to be Curator of his Museum and received a 
County salary until his death. 
 
He was wagon master and Wally Bynams’s right hand man for 
Capetown to Cairo, Europe in 1956 and Eastern Canada in 1957 – 
he did not take this trailer to Africa, he had a duel axle “World 



Traveler” for that trip – this trailer has been on the following 
Caravans: 
 
Europe, six months 1956 
Cuba, fall 1956 
Mexico, winter 1957 
Kentucky Derby, spring 1957 
Eastern Canada, summer 1957 
 

 
 
 
Louis Mousley had parking down to a perfection – If you have 
ever seen a photo of Airstreams parked in a wagon wheel 
fashion, it was probably co-ordianted by Lou.  
 
As Wagon Boss Louis was the first out of a campsite and the first 
one in. No one passes the Wagon Boss. That's the rule. So if you 
get ahead of the Wagon Boss you wait at a designated area for 
the Wagon Boss, before you enter the campsite.  

 

Lou and Mildred Mousley of San Bernardino, California, on their 
visit to the Temple of Kukulkan, usually referred to as El Castillo 
("the castle"), in eastern state of Yucatán, Mexico.  



 

The Mousley’s 1955 Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe 4 door sedan 
idles silently while their mid-fifties Airsteam 22’ Flying Cloud 
trailer rests at ease.  When the Mousleys visited during the 
WBCC’s 1957 Winter Mexican Caravan, this monument site was 
privately owned by a Mexican tourism pioneer, Fernando 
Barbachano Peon, so driving their car close to the pyramid was 
only a matter of asking for permission.  Although the site grounds 
look nearly identical today, automobile access is undoubtedly 
prohibited.  

 

This trailer was found in Amarillo, Tx in 20xx after being stored  

 

in a barn for over 15 years.  The trailer has in very poor condition 
when I purchased it, and took several years to rebuild – including 
new axle, some new metal, cabinets using as much original wood 
as possible, upgraded refrigerator and numerous other projects. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


